
How Long 'Till It's Gone? 
Guess how long items take to break 
down!

Source Item
Recycle / Landfill / 

Compostable Length of Time to breakdown
https://www.munciesanitary.org/departments/recycling/misc-recycling-facts/aluminum-facts/#:~:text=We%20use%20over%2080%2C000%2C000%2C000%20aluminum,fully%20degrade%20in%20a%20landfill.Aluminum can (soda can) Recycle 200-500 years
https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/1543-measuring-biodegradabilityBanana peel Compost 3 - 4 weeks
http://www.longwood.edu/cleanva/cigbuttbiodegradable.htmCigarette butt Landfill 10 years
https://www.hercircle.in/engage/fashion-and-sustainability/trends/How-Long-Will-The-Clothes-You-Threw-Out-Take-To-Decompose-695.htmlCotton rag Landfill 3 months
https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/1543-measuring-biodegradabilityGlass bottle Recycle 1 million years
https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/1543-measuring-biodegradabilityLeather shoes Landfill 35 - 50 years
https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/1543-measuring-biodegradabilityPaper bag Compost 2-5 months
https://business-ethics.com/2010/09/17/4918-plastic-grocery-bags-how-long-until-they-decompose/Plastic bag Landfill 10-100 years
https://www.wwf.org.au/news/blogs/the-lifecycle-of-plastics#:~:text=Plastic%20bottles%20%E2%80%93%20450%20yearsPlastic water bottle Recycle 450 years
https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/1543-measuring-biodegradabilityStyrofoam cup Landfill 1000 - forever
https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/1543-measuring-biodegradabilityTin can (soup or vegetable can) Recycle 50-100 years
https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/1543-measuring-biodegradabilityWool sock Landfill 1 - 5 years

https://compostinghub.com/how-long-does-it-take-for-cardboard-to-decompose/
Cardboard lunchroom tray 
(clean)

Recycle 1 year

https://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/guides-eatsPlastic fork Landfill up to 1000 years
https://www.wwf.org.au/news/blogs/the-lifecycle-of-plastics#:~:text=Plastic%20straws%20can%20take%20up%20to%20200%20years%20to%20decompose.Plastic Straw Landfill 200 years
https://stacker.com/stories/2682/how-long-it-takes-50-common-items-decomposePotato Chip bag Landfill forever
https://stacker.com/stories/2682/how-long-it-takes-50-common-items-decomposeOrange peel Compost 6 months
https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/1543-measuring-biodegradabilityMilk carton Recycle * 5 years
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1192549/lifecycle-selected-plastic-product/Plastic toothbrush Landfill 500 years
https://compostinghub.com/how-long-does-it-take-for-cardboard-to-decompose/Cardboard box Recycle 1 year
https://stacker.com/stories/2682/how-long-it-takes-50-common-items-decomposePaper Towel Compost 2 - 4 weeks
https://stacker.com/stories/2682/how-long-it-takes-50-common-items-decomposeDisposable diaper Landfill 250 - 500 years

* Recyclable in some facilities

These are how long plastics take 
until they are no longer decernible in 
a landfill. However, petroleum based 
plastics never truly biodegrade. It 
will be indefinitely, as plastics turn 
into microplastics that will end up in 
our soil and waterways.
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