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Grades of Green’s innovative pathway  
of programming fully supports students  
of all ages and backgrounds worldwide  
on their journeys to become passionate 
environmental leaders of the future.
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Grades of Green’s five programs are free for students, teachers, 
schools, districts, and parents with the following objectives: 
•	�Provide accessible, engaging, educational, and impactful environmental project-based 
programs for students at every grade level

•	��Develop and implement programs to be scalable, sustainable, equitable, and measurable
•	�Build and empower environmental changemakers and leaders to initiate and inspire local 
communities to make long-lasting impacts

•	�Bring students from around the globe together to work toward transformative solutions
•	�Award Eco-Grants to expand students’ ongoing impact
•	�Recognize hardworking educators with much-deserved stipends

2,682
Eco-Leaders 

441,709
Press & Media

40,250
Community Members  
Educated 

80,782
Students Reached

199,218
Waste Diverted (lbs)

96,552
Waste Collected (lbs)

53,934
Food Waste Diverted (lbs) 

14,340,493 
Water Conserved (gallons)

21,546
Trees Planted  

37
Land Preserved (acres) 

886,577
CO2 Diverted (lbs)

2,912,567
CO2 Sequestered (lbs) 

Female.......................................63.7%
Male...........................................35.1%
Prefer to not disclose..................0.8%
Non-binary..................................0.4%

African/Black/African American.... 26.7%
Asian or Asian/Pacific Islander...... 18.8%
Hispanic/Latino (Non-White) ........ 15.1%
Other............................................. 13.3%
White ............................................. 12.0%
Two or more races .......................... 9.0%
Prefer to not disclose...................... 4.7%
Hawaiian Nat./Pacific Islander........ 0.4%
Native American/Alaska Native ...... 0.2%

*Based on Voluntary Self-Reporting

OUR PROGRAMS

TOTAL METRICS

STUDENT ECO-LEADERS DEMOGRAPHICS*

62% 
Eco-Leaders  

in the US
 

56% 
Eco-Leaders  
in California

38% 
Eco-Leaders  
International



710
Eco-Leaders 

508
Community Members  
Educated 

18,624
Students Reached

6,412
Waste Diverted (lbs)

341
Waste Collected (lbs)

13,419
Food Waste Diverted (lbs) 

827,045 
Water Conserved (gallons)

1,388
Trees Planted  

24,012
CO2 Diverted (lbs)

183,189
CO2 Sequestered (lbs) 

LAUNCH METRICS

Using our Garden Series Eco-Lesson, 
students at Bennett-Kew transformed 
their campus by planting an edible 
garden and a tree.

LAUNCH
Grades of Green’s free LAUNCH program provides step-by-
step Eco-Lessons that include instructions, videos, and 
resources, giving teachers and students the ability to take 
action on climate issues in their schools and communities. 

LAUNCH is perfect for Educators looking for ready-made hands-on  
Eco-Lessons to implement in classrooms, clubs, after school, or in their 
communities. Our “Leaferboard,” which creates friendly competition among 
participants, showed us who created the largest impact this year. The most 
impactful teacher or student on the Leaferboard receives an additional 
stipend. This year, we awarded the most impactful stipend to David Salzman. 
David and his 17 students made an incredible impact at their school,  
Birney Elementary School in Long Beach. Next year, the LAUNCH program  
is aiming to add more lessons and continue working with students around  
the globe.

ECO-LESSONS

Glenn Arnade

Glenn Arnade
1867



Nsangou, a LAUNCH facilitator 
from Cameroon, and his students 
planting drought-resistant plants 
for World Water Day.

LAUNCH  ECO-LESSONS

LAUNCH IN CAMEROON
Ngalim Franklin is a rockstar LAUNCH facilitator based in Cameroon! As 
Executive Director of his non-profit, The Greens, he is focusing on educating 
young individuals from schools and football clubs on tire pollution and the 
utilization of tires as construction materials. One of his projects aimed to 
construct a 150-meter-long tire embankment to act as a barrier for a football 
field, leveling the field and preventing erosion. To clear the area for this project, 
Ngalim and his youth group utilized our LAUNCH Community/Beach Cleanup 
Eco-Lesson. He organized and mobilized over 600 students, informing them 
about waste sorting, waste management, and its effects when improperly 
disposed of.

David Salzman, an educator from Birney Elementary in Long Beach, utilized our 
LAUNCH Program in collaboration with Long Beach Utilities to complete walking 
assemblies on his campus about waste, water, and energy. He had the “bright” idea 	
to have his students walk around with sunglasses and carry flashlights while jumping 
from class to class announcing their newsflash. During their assembly presentations, 
the students provided their peers with tips on reducing waste, gave examples of 
better alternatives to plastic products, and provided steps to completing their own 
energy audit. They even played our ReTHINK Waste Game with other classrooms! With 
the use of our Eco-Lessons, Salzman says his students have impacted not only their 
campus, but the larger community as well.

Students from Stanford Middle School 
writing their Earth Week pledges.

Students from Inglewood Unified School  
District presenting their LAUNCH projects  
at a culmination event.

“I like that the students can  
be hands-on helping with this  
lesson and after a thorough 
explanation of the tasks, it becomes  
a very independent activity where 
students take the lead and the 
teacher can just supervise.”  

Sergi R. 
Teacher from Bronx, New York

“The games are fun 
and interactive. 
[Grades of Green] did 
a great job making 
them fun for students.”
Stanford Middle School Student
Long Beach, CA 

Students from Lindsey Academy in 
Long Beach with their Earth Week 
Daily Action Eco-Lesson pledges.



RISE
The RISE Climate Solutions Campaign empowers student 
teams to create lasting environmental impacts in their 
communities through a guided, year-long program. 

Each team is paired with a Grades of Green advisor for personalized 
guidance. Focusing on five climate crisis topics, students choose one  
to explore, identify community needs, create a plan, and take action.  
Projects are evaluated based on impacts and metrics, with top teams 
receiving Eco-Grants to further their solutions. Participants not only learn 
about environmental issues and climate change, but also gain leadership 
skills and advocacy tools. The program addresses environmental justice 
through guidebooks, reflection questions, guest speakers, and webinars, 
fostering equitable environmental solutions.

CLIMATE SOLUTIONS
CAMPAIGN

710
Eco-Leaders 

441,709
Press & Media

39,576
Community Members
Educated

60,353
Students Reached

96,210
Waste Collected (lbs)

191,196
Waste Diverted (lbs) 

40,514
Food Waste Diverted (lbs) 

13,447,397
Water Conserved (gallons)

20,159
Trees Planted  

37
Land Preserved (acres)

857,889
CO2 Diverted (lbs)

2,729,377
CO2 Sequestered (lbs) 

RISE METRICS

22 
Total Stipends

 

$8,250
Total Stipend

Amount

“We can’t thank Grades of Green 
enough for involving us in this 
amazing project. We are now an 
environmental club of the world!”

Julius C. 
Teacher from GHS Buea in Cameroon

Cordelia O. from Crescenta 
Valley High School checking on  
an elementary school’s compost



RISE  CLIMATE SOLUTIONS CAMPAIGN

Nkeng Joel Junior and Ayuk Marie Noel 
from Cameroon had a huge impact this 
year by becoming Grades of Green’s 
first ambassadors. After participating 
in Grades of Green’s programs for 
multiple years, these two all-star 
Eco-Leaders were invited to continue 
their impact by supporting other teams 
in their communities. Together, they 
recruited 10 teams to join the RISE 
Climate Solutions Campaign and 
supported them with their expertise 
throughout the entire year. Their 
support not only inspired students 	
to become sustainable leaders, but 	
also helped their communities for 	
the greener.

Above: Nkeng Joel Junior, 
Grades of Green 
Ambassador from Buea, 
Cameroon.  Left: Ayuk 
Marie Noel, Grades of 
Green Ambassador from 
Yaounde, Cameroon.  

FROM GLOBAL
TO LOCAL

Mira Costa High School in Manhattan Beach, California, participated in their 
4th RISE Climate Solutions Campaign this year. This year, they focused on 
the environmental issues associated with fast fashion and the benefits of 
shopping sustainably. Throughout the year, they held multiple clothing 
swaps on their campus and encouraged people to donate unwanted 
clothing and find new items to take home. This team also coordinated a 
marina clean-up, cleaning up trash found in the waters of their local 
marina. This area can be heavily littered because of the boats docked 
nearby. This team’s outreach has grown significantly, expanding their 
efforts to social media: sharing vegan recipes, offering tips on waste, and 
interviewing green businesses in their community.

Nirmit S. from Pioneer Public 
School in Pune, India

“Finding Grades of Green turned out to be one of the best 
Google searches of my life. Working with Grades of Green  
was an amazing experience because I found a mentor who  
I can call a friend and everything else all together.”

Throughout the 2023-2024 RISE Climate Solutions Campaign, Nirmit 
carried out an extraordinary project to educate students at local schools 	
on how people around the world are dealing with the impacts of climate 
change. For 6 months, Nirmit connected with other RISE teams around  
the globe to learn about what environmental issues each group is facing 
and how they’re combating them. Some of the groups/individuals included 
Nkeng from Cameroon, the Sahel International Support Foundation in 
Nigeria, Northwood High School, Crescenta Valley High School, Mary 	
Bragg Elementary School, and a group from Vietnam. After meeting 	
with these groups, Nirmit and his friend then made a video to share 
sustainability educational materials, highlight stories from groups around 
the world, and provide solutions that students can do at a local level 	
to combat the climate crisis. Nirmit then shared the video with local 	
schools in his community to inspire students to take action themselves.

Louisa from Manhattan Beach, 
California at the Mira Costa 
Harbor Clean Up



UNITE
UNITE is one of our newest international programs  
that aims to connect students from across the world.  
In addition to collaborating on environmental projects, 
students meet virtually to learn about each other’s  
cultures and humanitarian values. 

Through partnerships with This Little Light Africa and Sahel International 
Support Foundation, three schools in Nigeria joined forces with Grades  
of Green RISE students in the United States. Together, students worked  
on various projects utilizing LAUNCH Lessons and the RISE Climate Solutions 
Campaign. While learning about each other’s culture, students also had the 
opportunity to learn how their habits affect the environment across the globe!

GLOBAL SISTER 
SCHOOL NETWORK

138
Eco-Leaders 

7,509
Students Reached

1,648
Waste Diverted (lbs)

237
Food Waste Diverted (lbs) 

57
Plants Planted

4,873
CO2 Diverted (lbs)

898
CO2 Sequestered (lbs) 

UNITE METRICS

CERRITOS, CA

IRVINE, CA
BAYSIDE, NY

ABUJA, NIGERIA

Kerry F.
Teacher from Mary Bragg Elementary 
School in Cerritos, CA

“We always appreciate connecting. 
Meeting and collaborating with our 
sister school always fills up my heart!”

SISTER SCHOOL LOCATIONS



UNITE  GLOBAL SISTER SCHOOL NETWORK

WUSE Zone 2 in Abuja, 
Nigeria wishing a Happy 
New Year on video

“Thank you so much for connecting 
us! We had a great time at each of 
the meetings with our sister school!”

Mary Bragg Elementary 
School and JSS Tudunwada 
meeting over Zoom

This year, the UNITE Global Sister School Network kicked off with a brand new guidebook! In collaboration 
with This Little Light Africa and the Sahel International Support Foundation, Grades of Green was able to 	
set up three sister schools between GSS Tudunwada & Northwood High School, JSS Tudunwada & Mary Bragg 
Elementary School, and Wuse Zone 2 & Nathaniel Hawthorne Middle School. Through four stages, eco-leaders 
exchanged their knowledge on climate topics and collaborated on various cultural projects. 

Jacqueline A. 
Program Manager of This Little 
Light Africa in Abuja, Nigeria

Throughout the 2023-2024 UNITE Program, food became a major topic of 
exchange between schools. In addition to discussing practices on how to 
mitigate food waste, teams shared food recipes that were popular within 
their cultures. From cooking videos to digital cookbooks, Grades of Green 
Eco-Leaders had the opportunity to not only share how climate affects 
them, but also share traditions that were important to them.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Allan from Mary Bragg Elementary 
School sharing a pancake recipe



SOAR
The SOAR Eco-Innovation Academy is a collaborative,  
hands-on program that empowers motivated high school 
students to understand and lead environmental progress  
in today’s top industries. 

Students work directly with a variety of businesses and their leaders  
to learn about their sustainability issues and develop real-world solutions. 
With mentorship and real-world guidance, students and businesses will 
collaborate to develop better environmental standards for industries today 
and for generations to come.

ECO-INNOVATION
ACADEMY

27
Total Students Who 
Completed Program 

11
Schools Represented

9
Sponsors Involved

6
Tours Participated In 

ALTASEA

BUILD CALIFORNIA/ 
TURNER CONSTRUCTION

BEYOND MEAT

SUBARU PACIFIC

NORTHROP GRUMMAN

FURTHER PRODUCTS

SOAR METRICS

Students cooking plant-based meals 
at the Beyond Meat Headquarters



SOAR students receiving their 
certificates at Sustain-a-Thon 

ALTASEA

BUILD CALIFORNIA/ 
TURNER CONSTRUCTION

BEYOND MEAT

SUBARU PACIFIC

NORTHROP GRUMMAN

FURTHER PRODUCTS

BEYOND MEAT   Led by the Beyond  
Meat staff and CEO, Ethan Brown,  
students explored the Beyond Meat 
headquarters and cooked up plant- 
based dishes on their tour. 

BUILD CALIFORNIA / TURNER  
CONSTRUCTION    Students got to  
tour SoFi Stadium and learn about the 
sustainability efforts in the construction 
and everyday functions of the facility.

SUBARU PACIFIC   Our SOAR students 
toured the Subaru Pacific dealership 
while learning about how Subaru Pacific 
recycles water in their car wash and 
gives back to environmental nonprofits.

NORTHROP GRUMMAN   Students 
received a presentation from the Northrop 
Grumman sustainability professionals, 
discussed the process of building and 
launching the James Webb telescope, 
and ended with a Q&A session.

FURTHER PRODUCTS   During this 
virtual tour, students learned all about 
how sustainability plays a large role in 
small businesses.

SOAR STUDENTS 
TAKE FLIGHT WITH 
GRADES OF GREEN 
CORPORATE 
PARTNERS

SOAR Students after their tour at 
SoFi Stadium with Build California 
and Turner Construction

The Northrop Grumman SOAR team 
presenting their sustainability plan

“I enjoyed the corporate tours because they  
opened my eyes to new career possibilities.  
I especially love how so many fields of work  
are opening sustainability jobs.”

Maggie S. 
Student from Redondo Union High School, CA

SOAR  ECO-INNOVATION ACADEMY



UPLIFT
The UPLIFT School District Partnership Program fosters 
sustainability in K-12 districts through Grades of Green’s 
student-led programs. Aligned with district objectives, 
initiatives like LAUNCH, RISE, SOAR, and UNITE are 
coordinated by UPLIFT to achieve eco-friendly goals. 

UPLIFT recruits, supports, and collaborates with schools, communities,  
and industries, even engaging in events like CalRecycle SB 1383 Chats.  
The program tailors its approach, focusing on California’s waste laws  
and SB 1383 compliance. UPLIFT also prioritizes expansion and supports  
SB 535 Historically Disadvantaged Communities, in line with environmental 
justice goals.

SCHOOL DISTRICT 
PARTNERSHIPS

Students at Bennett-Kew 
Elementary getting ready 
to plant gardens

“We are making progress with waste sorting. I created  
a sustainability steering committee with different  
departments to help tackle food waste recycling”

Jennifer R. 
Sustainability Director at Irvine Unified School District



UPLIFT  SCHOOL DISTRICT PARTNERSHIPS

SPROUT & SPRUCE UP
With support from the United States Environmental Protection Agency, 
Grades of Grades hosted a tree planting and gardening event at Bennett-
Kew P-8 Leadership Academy in Inglewood. Students participated by 
planting a variety of themed gardens, including pollinator, succulent, 
vegetable, and herb gardens. At this event, the campus community also 
planted a tree to provide more shade, contribute to better air quality on 
campus, and provide a green space for students to engage with the natural 
world. Parents, educators, and students learned all about how to make their 
community a greener space and a better environment for all.

“Grades of Green came here and  
set up the plants and helped the kids 
become a part of it and they really 
enjoyed that. It’s changed the way 
the kids see the school. They care 
about their little corner because it’s 
their corner.”
Mr. Sosa
Teacher at Inglewood Unified School District

Students, staff, teachers, and 
district administration at Bennett-
Kew Elementary in Inglewood, CA

For our third year in a row, Grades of 
Green worked with Inglewood Unified 
School District to provide environ-
mental programs to its students. 
Through the Gifted and Talented 
Education Program (GATE), students 
were able to take action in their 
community to reduce the impacts of 
the climate crisis. By utilizing LAUNCH 
Eco-Lessons and the RISE Climate 
Solutions Campaign, students were 
able to sort their waste, reduce their 
litter, and teach other students how 
they can make a positive habit change 
for the greener while addressing 
California SB1383 regulations.

Inglewood students presenting at the 
GATE culmination event



FUELED
BYECO-GRANTS

In our commitment to empowering the 
environmental endeavors of our students, 
we proudly awarded Eco-Grants to our 
teams that have made the greatest impact. 
With the generous support of LAcarGUY, our grants 
range from $250 to $1,000 and serve as a catalyst for 
sustainable projects. This year, we celebrated the 
outstanding achievements of student teams worldwide 

by awarding 10 Eco-Grants, totaling an impressive 
$5,000. Moreover, we recognized the exceptional 
efforts of four Honorary Award winners who have 
demonstrated remarkable dedication to sustainability 
and environmental stewardship. From Cameroon to 
California, India to New York, Grades of Green stands 
firmly behind students’ aspirations for a more 
sustainable future. 

The first-year team GHS Buea, from Buea, Cameroon, 
had an incredible year by winning our LAcarGUY 
International Changemakers Award. With leadership from 
their facilitator Julius Chumbon, the students set out to 
organize waste sorting practices across their entire 
school to prevent excess trash from entering landfills. 
The team then utilized all of their food waste to create 
compost for trees and plants on their campus while 
organizing multiple clean-ups. With their Grand Prize 
Eco-Grant, the team plans to expand their efforts into 
other schools within their community and develop a 
nursery to cultivate plants at their school.

Longtime participants of Grades of Green’s programs, 
the Whitney Eco-Club from Cerritos, California had an 
outstanding year promoting actions of sustainability. 	
This student-led team set out to reduce textile waste by 
hosting a clothing swap and creating homemade dog 
toys that were then donated to a nonprofit at the Subaru 
Pacific Share the Love Event. The remaining clothing 	
was then donated to a local crisis shelter in order to 
ensure no item went to waste. Furthermore, the students 
completed the daunting application to become a 
California Green Ribbon School. In collaboration with 
school administration and district staff, the team was 
awarded the California Department of Education Green 
Ribbon Silver Award.

“Receiving an Eco-Grant is going to be a turning point 
for the Government High School Buea environmental 
club! We are fighting climate change for the whole 
world, not just for ourselves.”

“This is such incredible news! I am so incredibly 
honored, but I have to say that none of this would’ve 
been possible without the help from Grades of Green!”

LACARGUY INTERNATIONAL CHANGEMAKER 
GRAND PRIZE WINNER 
GHS Buea
Buea, Cameroon

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  
GRAND PRIZE  WINNER
Whitney Eco-Club
Cerritos, CA

Julius C.
Facilitator at GHS Buea

Dineth
Eco-Leader from Whitney High School

$1,000 $1,000



ECO-GRANTS

HABITAT HERO AWARD
Matungu Community  
Development Charity
Nairobi, Kenya
Using their Grand Prize Eco-Grant from the 
2022-23 campaign, the Matungu Community 
Development Charity worked with local 
community members to plant thousands of 
indigenous tree saplings, while educating 
students on the impacts of climate change.

COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS AWARD
Pear Tree Foundation
La Crescenta, California
Returning for their second year, the Pear 
Tree Foundation from Crescenta Valley High 
School continued their efforts of offering 
composting programs to local elementary 
schools. The students provided in-person 
composting support to four elementary 
schools in the community.

INTERSECTIONAL IMPACT AWARD
Human is Kind Organization
Nyanza, Kenya
The Human is Kind Organization from 
Nyanza, Kenya had a unique idea to 	
manage waste in their community by 
creating reusable alternatives to plastic 	
and disposable sanitary pads. They 
partnered with multiple health clinics 	
to communicate the harmful impact that 
waste has on the environment.

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE AWARD
HEAR Club
Carson, California
In order to educate students on the impacts 
of fast fashion, the students at the California 
Academy of Mathematics and Science 
conducted a social media campaign in 
addition to making tote bags from donated 
clothing. The team collected nine 25-gallon 
trash bags worth of used clothes.

CLIMATE COLLABORATORS AWARD
The Parallel Projects
Carlsbad, California and Zanzibar, Tanzania
The Parallel Projects is a unique team of 
students at Santa Fe Christian (SFC) School 
in San Diego who collaborate with a group 
at the Lumumba School in Tanzania. Both 
schools campaigned for better waste sorting 
practices in their respective communities.

PLANET PROTECTOR AWARD
Kishoka Youth Organization
Mombasa, Kenya
The Kishoka Youth Organization from 
Mombasa, Kenya had an incredible impact 
this year by planting mangrove trees and 
educating students on the impacts of 
climate change. In addition, they organized 
multiple clean-ups to further reduce 	
their impact.

EARTH ADVOCATE AWARD
Little Risers
Agoura Hills, California
Returning for their second year, the Little 
Risers from Agoura High School used their 
Eco-Grant from the 2022-2023 campaign to 
plant gardens, educate their school on the 
benefits of sustainable agriculture, and 
promote the “Kiss the Ground” film.

ROOKIE OF THE YEAR AWARD
Earthlight Ambassadors
Buea, Cameroon
The Earthlight Ambassadors from Buea, 
Cameroon conducted an incredible outreach 
campaign to educate their community on 
how to reduce waste. To spread their 
message on the benefits of reducing waste, 
they appeared on radio shows and wrote 
press releases with various media groups.

$500

$500

$500

$500

$250

$250

$250

$250

HONORARY AWARDS

STUDENT  OF THE YEAR
Colbie Stanek
Chattahoochee High School
Alpharetta, Georgia

FACILITATOR  OF THE YEAR
Jean Posada
Nathaniel Hawthorne Middle School
Bayside, New York

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT  OF THE YEAR
Hamisi Mohamed
Kishoka Youth Organization
Mombasa, Kenya

INTERNATIONAL FACILITATOR  OF THE YEAR
Julius Chumbon
GHS Buea
Buea, Cameroon



Grades of Green is grateful for our supportive community for allowing us to recognize  
and honor exceptional teachers and adult facilitators who engaged in our Team Facilitator 
Training program. The collaborative efforts of these passionate facilitators, combined with 
the generosity of our community, continue to empower and inspire the next generation of 
environmental leaders.

TEACHER STIPENDS

Their dedication was instrumental in guiding their student 
teams, ensuring the successful completion of their RISE 
Climate Solutions Campaign projects. We provided the 
facilitators and students with enrichment training and 
hosted numerous one-on-one meetings, ensuring every 
facilitator and student had an excellent program 
experience. We believe we can build a better future by 
recognizing the teachers and students who are making  
a real impact on the environment. Our program honors 

those who are going the extra mile to raise awareness, 
educate, and find solutions for environmental challenges. 
As part of our initiative, impactful teachers and students 
receive stipends as a way to show our gratitude for their 
outstanding projects throughout our various programs. 
Our stipends are meant to give them the resources they 
need to keep pushing for better environmental education 
and innovation. This year, we proudly awarded 33 
stipends, totaling $10,700!

Students from Lindsey Academy 
promoting their Earth Week lesson

$10,700

Alicia Becker-Bermudez
Long Beach, CA
Science teacher from Lindsey Academy, Mrs. Bermudez, 	
was determined to promote sustainability on her campus. 	
During Earth Week, she utilized Grades of Green’s bonus “Earth 	
Week Daily Actions” lesson to inspire her rotation of students 	
to create impacts on campus. Her students wrote environmental 
pledges, exchanged waste-savvy tips, and hosted a campus 
cleanup! By sharing their projects over social media, her 	
students were able to reach a wide audience of parents and 
community members. 



TEACHER STIPENDS

Collins and his student team from Bright 
Future Kenya harvesting their garden

Jacqueline Iji
Abuja, Nigeri 

For her third year, Jacqueline Iji from 	
This Little Light Africa and the Sahel 
International Support Foundation led 
multiple schools with environmental 
projects in Abuja, Nigeria. While 
participating in our UNITE Global 	
Sister School Network, Jacqueline 	
led Wuse Zone 2, JSS Tudunwada, 	
and GSS Tudunwada through Grades 	
of Green’s LAUNCH program. Together, 
they completed multiple lessons 	
to plant green spaces around their 	
campus while promoting practices 	
to reduce waste. Moving forward, 	
they hope to use facilitator stipends 	
to improve infrastructure across their 
school campuses.

Jacqueline A. from This Little Light 
Africa teaching students

Collins Otiende
Kisumu, Kenya
Collins Otiende from Kisumu, Kenya made a huge impact during his 
first year as a LAUNCH facilitator. As the founder of his organization, 
Bright Future Kenya, Collins works tirelessly to create projects that 
will reduce not only the impacts of climate change, but also issues of 
poverty within his region. This year, he took initiative in his 
community by helping schools establish edible gardens in order to 
address ongoing issues of food scarcity. With the help of multiple 
teachers across Kisumu, Collins and his team have established 8 
gardens, planting crops such as beans, vegetables, and other various 
pollinators. All of this was achieved by utilizing Grades of Green’s 
LAUNCH Garden Series.

Jean Posada
Bayside, NY 
Our 2023-2024 Facilitator of the Year, Jean Posada, made an 
incredible impact this year with her school’s eco-club at Nathaniel 
Hawthorne Middle School. Throughout the year, Jean and her 
students participated in the RISE Climate Solutions Campaign to 
promote sustainability projects in their community of Bayside, New 
York. This year, Jean took on the daunting feat of managing 5 RISE 
teams simultaneously. Each team worked on different topics 
ranging from waste diversion, food sorting, and planting gardens 
across their campus. In addition to working as a RISE facilitator, 
Jean also helped her school take part in the UNITE Global Sister 
School Network, where they collaborated with a school in Nigeria 
to share cultural food practices.

FACILITATOR OF THE YEAR



2023-2024 TEAM

ADMINISTRATION
Kim Siehl
Executive Director

Jayne Bennett
Operations & Administrative Associate

Brianna Redmond
Communications & Social Media Associate

PROGRAMS
Anjuli Koentopp
Program & Partnerships Manager

Robyn Murphy
SOAR Program Manager

Noelle Bergère
UPLIFT Program Manager

Glenn Arnade
Program & Technology Manager

Zarinah Salahuddin
Program Associate

Jack Magner
Program Associate

VOLUNTEERS AND INTERNS
Kevin Velez
College Corps Fellow

Emily Vargas
College Corps Fellow

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Priscilla Muñoz 
Board Chair

Camela Ott, M.D. 
Co-Vice Chair

Rachel Tornek 
Co-Vice Chair

Pat Amato 
Co-Treasurer

Kapil Singh 
Co-Treasurer

Christine Carreon 
Secretary

Lisa Coppedge 
Co-Founder, Grades of Green

Chrissie Clay

Julie  David

Steven Davis, M.D.

Dawnyell Goolsby, Ed.D

Shaya Kirkpatrick 
Co-Founder, Grades of Green

Megan Mauck

Gege Schoenfelder

Kay Sheth

SPONSORS
LAcarGUY 

LA County Sanitation District

Subaru Pacific

City of Hermosa Beach

City of Manhattan Beach

Continental Development 
Corporation

Johnson Ohana Foundation

Kellogg Garden Products

Kennedy Foundation

Kings Care Foundation

LA County Supervisor Janice 
Hahn, Fourth District

LA County Supervisor Holly 
Mitchell, Second District

Lazy Acres

Neu Brothers Holdings

Newman’s Own Foundation

Northrop Grumman

Long Beach Utilities

Porsche

Veggie Grill

West Basin Municipal  
Water District

SCE

JPMorgan Chase

Bristol Farms

Thorofare Capital

CBRE 

Keystone National Group

Running Point Capital

TMT Insights

Tito’s

Waste Management

Kendra Scott

SDVI

Beachlife Festival

Ateliere

NBC Universal

Alice + Olivia



info@gradesofgreen.org
310-607-0175

gradesofgreen.org

DONATE TODAY


